J3T.-50] A GENERAL ILLUMINATION IN EDINBUKGE  245
Lady Minto to Lord Minto.

'Edinburgh: April 2, 3802.

* We were waked yesterday morning by a parcel of
boys drawing the mail-coach through the square and
all about the town. The Castle guns were fired and
all the regiments fired volleys from the Castle Hill; the
volunteers lined Princes Street, and formed a line over
the mound to the Castle. The day was beautiful, and
the sight very gay. Orders were stuck up for a general
illumination to begin at half-past seven, accounts
having been received by the Lord Provost of a peace
concluded with our enemies, but not saying who the
enemies were. There was no play, and Lady Douglas,
Lady Montagu, Harry and ourselves drove about the
streets to .see the sight, which was more worth seeing
than anything of the sort I have seen or ever can
see again. Every house in the town had eandles or
lamps or transparencies three stories high, and the tall
houses in the old town to the tops; the streets were so
perfectly light that I should have known every creature
across them. The tranquillity of the people was striking ;
the streets were as full as they could hold, but as orderly
and quiet as if perfectly empty.

tf It gave one the idea of a fete, not of a rejoicing;
indeed I do not find any sort of people much elated by
this event. Gilbert is quite cast down. Lord Dalkeith
went to pay a visit seven miles off, that he might not
see the illumination at Dalkeith.